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As savers and investors, we should continually endeavour to assess the impact of 
our investments on society. This allows us to ensure that our portfolio of 
investments is not only consistent with our personal principles, but is socially 
responsible as well. Beyond the satisfaction of individual beliefs, socially 
responsible investing creates stability, fosters social cohesion, and ultimately 
improves long term returns for investors. As governments the world over crack 
down on unethical business practices in our society’s most harmful and 
unsustainable industries, socially responsible investments can leave savers with 
the peace of mind that their accumulated wealth is suf�ciently protected. In this 
sense, ethical investing is both socially and commercially desirable, maximising 
real returns over the long term while improving the state of the world in which 
we live. 

At Oasis, socially responsible and sustainable investing forms a core part of our 
philosophy. As signatories to the Principles for Responsible Investing, we take 
every effort to ensure that our clients’ savings are invested in a way which 
ensures in�ation beating returns while enhancing good corporate governance, 
sustainability, and growth.   The Oasis Crescent Equity Fund, which celebrates 
its 18th anniversary this month, truly embodies this approach to sustainability. 
While catering to the ethical investor, the fund has generated substantial 
outperformance relative to its peers over the long term, proving that 
ethically-minded investing does not necessarily come at the expense of returns. 
For more information on the Oasis range of ethical products, we encourage 
readers to visit our website at www.oasiscrescent.com.        

July saw the International Monetary Fund (IMF) release its semi-annual 
economic update, hot on the heels of the UK’s EU referendum. In its report, the 
global growth forecasts for both 2016 and 2017 were revised slightly lower, to 
3.1% and 3.4%, respectively. In general, the institution noted that the outlook 
deteriorated slightly for advanced economies, while it remained broadly 
unchanged for emerging market and developing economies since its last report 
in April. 

In South Africa, GDP is projected to grow by just 0.1% in 2016, with only a 
modest recovery next year. A number of reports and speeches delivered in the 
past month highlight the issues that the IMF would like to see resolved, 
including greater competition within the South African corporate sector and less 
exclusion of our working age population from the labour market.  

At Oasis, our Model for Financial Success centres on providing our clients with a 
thoroughly diversi�ed portfolio of assets, so that the risks associated with a 
particular geography, currency, asset class, sector, or instrument are mitigated to a 
large extent. In a similar way, the resilience of your household income from 
unanticipated shocks can bene�t meaningfully from the use of well-established 
diversi�cation principles.

In South Africa, household net savings rates remain below 0%, and many depend 
fully on the income from employment or government grants in order to sustain their 
livelihood. However, like investing in one asset class or instrument, relying on one 
source of income can entail signi�cant risks. For example, should an employer run 
out of business, many of those employees without income-generating assets would 
be vulnerable to a complete loss of income. Likewise, the rent received from a single 
residential property is often dependant on factors beyond the control of its owner, 
including the macro-economic environment.  Diversifying your income streams, 
through a consistent and disciplined savings regime, can help to secure your 
�nancial future, and elevate your �nancial status signi�cantly through the 
mitigation of event risks and the accumulation of wealth.  Whether you own a 
business, receive a monthly salary or rent out an apartment, you can bene�t 
substantially from the inclusion of investment income into your diversi�ed income 
stream, and it is in this domain where Oasis can play an important role in growing 
and protecting your real wealth. The inclusion of a fully diversi�ed portfolio of 
�nancial assets amidst your existing income streams can thus ultimately give our 
clients a substantial boost on the road to complete �nancial independence.

Over the month of July, and in celebration of International Mandela Day, Oasis 
delivered the full kit requirements of the South African National Kimura Shukokai 
Karate Squad in preparation for their attendance at the World Championship 
Tournament which was held in Berlin, Germany. The team, are the current world 
champions and have been through a rigorous training programme over the past few 
months. Oasis’s partnership with the SA Kimura Shukokai team continues as we 
recognize what an important impact this sport has in building the strength of 
communities and creating and sustaining unity the world over. Oasis is proud of the 
team and the achievements of all these athletes who have become signi�cant role 
models in their communities. 
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